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Swim team dives into season
LIAM BARTON

Reporter

JAMES HODGES AND 
TREY WALKER

Reporters

Top 10 NBA jerseys

    Over the offseason, the NBA 
underwent drastic changes. 
Headlining those changes 
was the switch from the tradi-
tional Adidas jerseys to Nike 
jerseys. The change took the 
league by storm and many 
teams decided to change the 
look of their uniforms. Here 
are our top 10 jerseys of the 
2017-2018 season:

1. Minnesota Timberwolves: 
The T-Wolves head up our 
list at number 1. This orga-
nization started from scratch 
and redesigned their jerseys. 
The stripes on the chest is a 
strong look. The best feature 
of this jersey is the fitbit logo 
on the left shoulder. 
2. Cleveland Cavaliers: The 
Cavs aren’t playing around 
this year. The completely re-
vitalized uniforms feature, in 
bold lettering, “CAVS” across 
the chest. The winged Good-
year foot isn’t too shabby ei-
ther. 
3. Philadelphia 76ers: Trust 
the Process. Philly’s new 
threads feature a red trim on 

the “Phila” title on the front. 
The 3 on the back collar, rep-
resenting the 3 titles the fran-
chise has won over the years, 
is also a nice touch.

4. Phoenix Suns: The Suns 
rock some sharp threads. The 
purple and orange color com-
bo is eye-catching. 

5. Charlotte Hornets: Buzz 
city has, perhaps, the most 
unique jerseys in the league. 
The Hornets are the only 
team sponsored by the Jordan 
Brand. The light blue, purple, 
and white color scheme is 
hard to beat.

   Swimming might be the 
most captivating sport ever 
conceived. The swim caps, the 
goggles, and doing that thing 
where you flip around and 
push off the back of the pool 
just makes it a great sport to 
watch and participate in.
   “The atmosphere is great and 
it keeps me in good shape,” 
sophomore Ben Haugh said
   Some do it for fun, some are 
natural born swimmers, and 
others are just staying fit dur-
ing the off season for other 
sports.
   It’s a lot of work though;  
swimmers have practice Mon-
day through Friday. If that 
doesn’t make you tired just 
thinking about it, get this. 
They have to do it from 5:40-
6:40 in the morning.
   The swimmers get up at 5:00 
so think about that next time 
you complain about getting 
up at 6:30.
   “I love waking up at 5:00, 
driving to the pool, then going 
to school every morning.”  ju-
nior Emerson Blanchard said.

   All this time together has 
made the team pretty close, 
and they often get food after 
meets and hang out.
   As you might know, Brough-
ton does not have a swimming 
facility so the kids practice at 
the Pullen Park pool facility 
and hold their home meets at 
TAC.While Pullen Park is lo-
cated approximately five min-
utes from Broughton, TAC is a 
longer drive to Cary. 
   Swimmers have their meets 

usually once a week.  On meet 
day the team has captain-led 
practices. These practices are 
normally the only breaks that 
the team gets all week. They 
play games and take it easy 
before a meet. Another fa-
mous Broughton swimming 
traditions is the regular din-
ners before meets. 
   The season went well for the 
Caps and is coming to a close. 
The conference meet was Sat-
urday, January 27. 

                                                                         photo by Marc Ridel
A swim team member pushing hard for the finish line in the teams 
first meet of the season.

Tide on top, 
again

  The college football playoffs 
kicked off New Year’t of excit-
ing, with the four best teams 
in the country it was nothing 
but all out football.
 The first game was the Rose 
Bowl game where #3 ranked 
Georgia took on #2 ranked 
Oklahoma. The Sooners came 
out hot in the first half leading 
by 17. 
   But then to start the second 
half, Georgia went on a twen-
ty-four to nothing run to take 
a seven point lead. Then, the 
Sooners got two touchdowns 
and took a seven point lead. 
   After a Georgia touchdown 
the game went to overtime. In 
the end Georgia scored on a 
Sony Michel touchdown run 
win, after a blocked field goal 
by the bulldogs defense.
    Later that night the Sugar 
Bowl was be held in which 
#4 ranked Alabama and #1 
ranked Clemson faced off for 
a spot in the title game. Clem-
son and Alabama have played 
in the national title the last 
two years so both teams knew 
that there was a lot at stake. 
Alabama came out with a chip 
on their shoulders after los-
ing to Clemson in the national 
championship the year before. 
The Tide’s defence gave Clem-
son all they could handle and 
dominated in a 24 to 6 win. So 
the stage was set, the national 
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  The Broughton cheerleading 
squad came in third place at 
the NCHSAA State Cham-
pionship competition on 
Saturday, December 2 at the 
convention center in down-
town Raleigh. 
    Around 158 schools from all 
across North Carolina partici-
pated in the competition.   
   Teams were placed into divi-
sions based of the size of their 
varsity or junior varsity team. 
Broughton competed in the 
small varsity D1- B division.
   The Caps were defending 
champions in their division. 
This year they fell short of 
defending their title by just 5 
points, coming in 3rd out of 8 
teams in the division.
   The tough loss came from 
a defeat by Cardinal Gibbons 
placing first and Richmond 
High School finishing just be-

hind, in second place. 
   The performance was 
enough to earn the team a spot 
in nationals which will be held 
February 10-11 in Orlando, 
Florida. 
   “ It was a good experience” 
varsity cheerleader Saije Gor-
don said. 
   The athletes look to keep 
improving as they move into 
nationals. 
   Cheer coach Margaret Elvers 
said the girls did well but they 
are ready to work. 
   “If you want to be the best, 
there are no shortcuts. You 
have to do the work!” Elvers 
said.
   The teams practice schedule 
reflects this idea. 
   The team meets three times 
a week starting in July and 
will continue practicing until 
March. 
   This requires a huge commit-
ment from the cheerleaders, 
but this commitment pays off 
in the form of championships.
 The team is the defending 
state and national champions.

WILL LEVINE
Reporter

Cheer pushing 
hard for another 

great season

championship game would 
be an SEC showdown with #3 
Georgia vs #4 Alabama, and it 
definitely didn’t disappoint. 
   Georgia came out hot and 
took a 13 to 0 lead at half. But 
after an Alabama quarterback 
swap they were right back 
in it. It was a back and forth 
game but with 3 seconds left 
the Tide, had a chance to kick 
the game winning field goal. 
Unfortunately for them the 
kicker missed the kick. 
   In overtime, the dawgs were 
stopped and forced to kick a 
field goal, which they made. 
On the first play of Alabama’s 
drive the their QB was sacked 
and lost lots of yards which 
took them out of field goal 
range. 
   But the tide responded with 
Tua Tagovailoa throwing a na-
tional championship winning 
touchdown pass to DeVonta 
Smith, putting the Tide on 
top and avenging their loss to 
Clemson last year.  

6. Sacramento Kings: The 
Kings organization is rebuild-
ing and they decided to re-
build their jerseys as well. The 
simple yet impressive design 
pays homage to their home-
town, featuring the letters, 
“SAC” in grey with a white 
trim. The name looks great on 
the smooth purple jerseys. 

7. Portland Trail Blazers: Port-
land has always had a crisp 
look with the black and white 
with a red accent, but this year 
they brought an alternate red 
base jersey, which is an instant 
classic.
8. Washington Wizards: The 
Wizards bring the magic with 
these unis. The red, white and 
blue color scheme is a patriotic 
symbol and is the perfect fit 
for DC’s team.
9. Brooklyn Nets: We decided 
to stick Brooklyn in here be-
cause their uniforms are flat 
out cold. Originally designed 
by the famous rapper Jay Z, 
these uniforms represent the 
Brooklyn area and all its cul-
ture.
10. Milwaukee Bucks: Fear 
the Deer. The Bucks are bring-
ing the heat with their green, 
tan, and light blue color pal-
ette. They have a fierce look. 

Recycle

the

Hi-Times
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Capitals turn heads 
in John Wall Invitational

   Mens basketball entered the 
John Wall Holiday Invitation-
al with high hopes, coming in 
as one of the few undefeated 
teams in the state. 
  Their first game was against 
Downey Christian from Or-
lando, FL who was led by 
sophomore Julian Newman. 
Newman, a player who has 
been seen on YouTube mil-
lions of times, was looking to 
take down the Caps. The stu-
dent section was packed for 
the game and Broughton came 
out running, taking a 21-9 lead 
at the end of the first quarter 
and only allowing Newman to 
score three points. The Caps 
were led by seniors, Jalen 
Finch,  Jessup Lowe, junior, 
DJ Thomas and senior, Darian 
Williams who was lockdown 
on defense against Newman. 
  In the second half, Downey 
Christian was able to hit some 
shots and cut the deficit down 
a few points, but a few big 
buckets by Finch and J Thom-
as were able to keep the Caps 
ahead. The game ended with 
a 71-51 score, with the Caps 
taking the win and the second 
largest victory this season.
   “The Holliday Gym was 
packed and the momentum 
that the student section gave 
us was incredible.” junior, 

Penn Sealey said.
   The game was recorded and 
posted online by Ballislife, a 
reputable high school basket-
ball account, on YouTube and 
has earned over 700k views in 
just five days. 
   In the next game the Caps 
faced Greenfield High, led by 
senior Coby White. The game 
was back and forth and it came 
down to a final possession for 
the Caps to potentially win 
the game.  The Caps couldn’t 
convert, , handing the the first 
loss of the season and sending 
them into the third place game 
against a talented Asheville 
Christ School team.
  In the game against Christ 
School, led by junior Jalen 
Lecque, the game was once 

again back and forth. The 
Caps started out slow taking 
a 0-6 deficit in the first quar-
ter, but senior Jessup Lowe 
was able to knock down some 
big three-pointers and put the 
Caps back in the game. 
   Lecque was a force in the 
game, driving to the basket 
and making tough layups was 
something he did quite often. 
But once again, Finch was able 
to fight back and could always 
find a response.
    Heading into the fourth 
quarter, the Caps started pull-
ing away and were able to take 
a 10-point lead at one point, 
but finished the game with 
a score of 71-66, taking third 
place and heading into the 
new year with a 12-1 record.

Caps to collegiate 

   The Broughton volleyball 
team has been good for many 
years, and this year was a 
great one, as the team had five 
seniors commit to division one 
programs, the most commit-
ments from a team in Brough-
ton’s history. 
   The group of Holli Smith, 
Grace Youngblood, Nan Par-
rish, Alden Willis and Claire 
Sawyer are the five players 
whose hard-work has truly 
paid off. These five players 
have been leaders on the team 
for all four years, and will all 
be taking their leadership with 
them to the collegiate level.
   The five seniors received 
praise from one of their coach-
es, Drew Herminsan, for their 
relentlessness will to become 
great. “This shows how hard 

work and dedication can pay 
off, and if you are passionate 
about what you do, you can 
achieve your goals. These girls 
have worked hard for four 
years, and with their win-loss 
record, they achieved the ulti-
mate prize of playing Division 
One volleyball.” said Hermin-
san
   All five of these girls have 
committed to division one 
volleyball teams with Smith 
committing to Appalachian 
State, Youngblood commit-
ting to the University of North 
Florida, Parrish committing to 
the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, Willis commit-
ting to Jacksonville University 
and Sawyer committing to the 
University of North Carolina 
at Wilmington. 
   These girls commiting to 
these schools is a monumental 
accomplishment for Brough-
ton High school.

                                                                                      photo by Marc Ridel
From left to right:  Seniors Holli Smith, Alden Willis, Grace Young-
blood, Claire Sawyer, and Nan Parrish, on signing day. 

                            photo by Marc Ridel
Jalen Finch and Head Coach Jeff Ferrel conversing during a game.
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   The Broughton  men’s bas-
ketball program has a tradi-
tion of excellence; eighteen 
winning seasons, four Cap 8 
championships, six conference 
players of the year, and one 
state championship appear-
ance.
   The team’s history of success 
is not the only thing that de-
fines the program. Broughton 
is also known for producing 
basketball players who go on 
to have illustrious profession-
al careers, from Pete Marav-
ich in the late 1900s to Shavlik 
Randolph in the early 2000s. 
   The newest additions to the 
long list of successful Brough-
ton alumni are Jerome Rob-
inson and Devonte’ Graham. 
Both players had a significant 
impact on the Broughton pro-
gram, and the program had a 
significant impact on them.
   Graham graduated from 
Broughton in 2013. 
   As a senior he averaged 15.7 
points per game and 5.4 assists 
per game. In the 2012-2013 
season, he etched his name 
into Broughton basketball his-
tory by leading his team to a 
4A state championship ap-
pearance. 
   Graham  initially signed a 
letter of intent to play for Ap-
palachian State University, 
but he decided he needed to 
take a gap year. 
   So he went to Brewster Acad-
emy, a preparatory school in 
New Hampshire, to attract 
attention from college scouts. 
While at Brewster he im-

pressed, averaging 17.2 points 
per game and 5.0 assists per 
game. Along with this superb 
stat line, he also led his team 
to the National Preparatory 
Championship.
   After Graham left Brewster, 
he signed with the University 
of Kansas.
   In his first year at Kansas, he 
played solid minutes and con-
tributed to his team, coming 
off the bench. 
   When his sophomore year 
rolled around, Graham was 
ready to ball. He improved 
a great deal, averaging 11.3 
points per game. At the con-
clusion of the season, he was 

named to Big 12 All-Defensive 
Team. 
   Junior year was when Gra-
ham’s talent truly showed. 
He formed a lethal backcourt 
with Frank Mason III and led 
the Jayhawks to an impressive 
31-5 record. He was named to 
Second Team All-Big 12. 
   Graham has high expecta-
tions for his senior year. He 
was named Big 12 preseason 
Player of the Year. He is ex-
pected to lead the Jayhawks 
this year after Frank Mason 
III’s graduation. 
   Graham believes playing 
for the Broughton basketball 
program helped him along his 

journey to Division 1 basket-
ball.
   “[The Broughton basketball 
program helped me by] Learn-
ing to compete against good 
competition [and] the weight 
training/ conditioning tests 
we had [also helped].” Gra-
ham said.
   Jerome Robinson is an-
other star to emerge from the 
Broughton basketball pro-
gram. 
   Robinson played for the 
men’s varsity team for three 
years. He was a member of 
the 2012-2013 team that went 
to the state championship. As 
a senior, he led the Caps to a 

23-3 record. Also during his 
senior year, he helped the team 
win the High School OT tour-
nament and he was named the 
MVP of the tournament.
   “[My] best experiences [as a 
Broughton basketball player] 
were going to the state cham-
pionship sophomore year, and 
winning the High School OT 
tourney and getting MVP.”  
Robinson said.
    Robinson graduated in 2015 
and accepted a scholarship to 
Boston College. 
   At BC, he had an immedi-
ate impact on the team. As a 
freshman, he dropped 11.7 
points per game along with 3.0 
assists per game. 
    Sophomore year, he emerged 
as a more than capable scorer. 
He averaged 18.6 points per 
game, which put him as the 
4th highest scorer in the ACC 
for the 2016-2017 season.
    Currently a junior, Robinson 
continues to lead the eagles. 
He is averaging 16.8 points 
per game, 3.8 Rebounds, and 
3.2 assists per game. Recent-
ly, Boston College defeated 
#1 Duke 89-84. Robinson 
dropped 24 points for BC en 
route to the win.
   Jerome Robinson took valu-
able lessons from his time as a 
Broughton basketball player.
   “Broughton prepared me for 
college by teaching me how to 
play the game the right way, 
and to always keep my team 
first.” Robinson said.
   Devonte Graham and Jerome 
Robinson will continue to im-
press, and the Broughton bas-
ketball program will continue 
to produce great players. 

Local hoopers on big stage
 JAMES HODGES

Reporter

   
   Webb Simpson was just a 
normal Broughton student 
just 13 short years ago. Now, 
just a little over a decade later 
Simpson has turned himself 
into one of the best golfers in 
the world. 
   Simpson grew up in Ra-
leigh, graduating in 2004 from 
Broughton.  After high school, 
he went on to play collegiate 
golf at Wake Forest University 
where he had a successful ca-
reer. 
   Simpson has always been 
known by many as a hard 
worker. He practiced day in 
and day out, working to get 
better. With this work ethic he 
was able to win many tourna-
ments, and achieve the rank-
ing as the #1 junior golfer in 
the world. 
   “Growing up I heard Webb 
was the hardest worker of 
anybody in the area. He would 
spend hours and hours grind-
ing and critiquing his game”, 
senior Patrick Carlin said.
   At Wake Forest, Simpson 
was named ACC Freshman of 

the year and was also a three-
time All-American.  Simpson 
had quite the run at Wake For-
est. 
   “One of the reasons Simpson 
was so good in college was 
from his high school and ju-
nior golf tournaments giving 
him experience on how to play 
well in pressure situations,”  s 
junior Biggs Hawley said.
   After college Simpson made 
it to the PGA Tour where he 

had a solid first couple of 
years. 
   In 2011 he finally broke 
through and won his first 
tour tournament, the Wynd-
ham Championship. Simpson 
has since had lots of success 
on tour, winning three more 
including the 2012 US Open. 
Simpson’s achievements have 
motivated many young golf-
ers to be like him. 
   “Watching Webb win mul-

tiple times and hearing about 
his achievements have pushed 
me to same high standards he 
has for himself. He has also 
become a role model for me 
on and off the golf course,”  
junior Britt Stroud said.
   Simpson presently lives in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
   He married Dowd Simpson 
and together they have four 
kids:   James, Willow Grace 
and Mercy Dowd.

Legacy of Webb Simpson
PETER FOUNTAIN

Reporter

                                                                                                                                                     photo from Instagram
Webb Simpson teeing off at an amatuer  tournament in 2013

       	 	 											Photo	from	Twitter
Graham dribbles up the court in a Broughton game. He now is thriving in the Big 12 Conference.


